Mangroves are unique ecosystems. As a source of renewable resources, 
they are second to none in terms of its natural productivity and the wide 
range of goods and services they provide on a continuing basis. The economic 
potential of mangroves stems from three main sources, namely, forest products, 
estuarine and near-shore fisheries, and ecotourism. In addition, mangroves 
play a pivotal role in coastal protection and maintenance of habitats for a 
large range of common, threatened and endangered species. 

Due to pressures from growing populations, which lead to changes in land 
use and over-utilization of the resources, mangroves are being rapidly 
depleted and degraded. A balance needs to be struck between meeting 
increasing present-day needs, on the one hand, and conserving the 
environmental support system provided by the mangrove forests, on the other. 

Growing awareness of the protective, productive and socio-economic 
functions of tropical mangrove ecosystems, and of the consequences of their 
deterioration, has highlighted the need for the conservation and sustainable, 
integrated management of these valuable resources. Given their multiple-use 
potential, it is imperative that the management of mangrove based terrestrial 
and aquatic ecosystems be undertaken within the context of integrated coastal 
area management planning. 

In many countries, much of the basic information needed for development 
and execution of management plans in mangrove forests, is presently not 
available. These guidelines present a synthesis of mangrove forest management 
systems which have been developed and successfully used in a number of 
countries and regions, and examine experiences gained and lessons learned. 

The guidelines focus specifically on the management of the forest 
resources contained in the mangrove ecosystem, including wood and non-wood 
forest products. A chapter on mangrove ecology is included in order to ensure 
adequate understanding of the dynamics of these ecosystems, as a basis for 
their conservation and sustainable use. 

The guidelines further include chapters on inventory and assessment of 
mangrove resources, and on traditional and potential uses of products provided 
by them. Environmental impact assessment is finally reviewed, and conclusions 
and recommendations are given to summarize the findings in the document. 

It is hoped that the present guidelines will contribute towards improved 
understanding of the mangrove ecosystem and the natural renewable resources 
contained in them, and that they will aid in the development and 
implementation of integrated, multiple-use management plans to ensure the 
sustainability of these resources, now and in the future. 

